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Not gone from us, but gone before us!
by Tony McSweeney, SSS
Entering this month dedicated to remembering the deceased, we surely will not forget the plight of our fellow
citizens suffering all manner of losses from the unprecedented floods.
As for remembering the departed,
on the very first day we celebrate
“All Saints”, which focuses our
attention not on loss and mourning,
but on life triumphant. We honour
the countless human beings whose
self-giving lives have brought them
into the fulness of eternal existence.
Somewhat more sober in tone but no less filled with
hope, the next day’s Commemoration of all the Faithful
Departed, “All Souls”, sends us away with the consoling
blessing: “May you come to share in all the joy of our Father’s house!”
For many people this is a time to visit the graves of loved
ones or to light candles in their memory, thanking the
Lord for what they have
meant to them and asking him to pardon and
bless them, and to be
reunited with them in
the peace of his eternal
realm.
What about my own death, though? Do I think and pray
about it? Woody Allen once remarked, “I’m not afraid of
death, I just don’t want to be there when it happens.” Yet
the truth is inescapable, Woody. Whatever you might
wish, you will be there on that day – and so will I on
mine!

Especially in the chaotic situation at the onset of the
Covid pandemic, with staff stressed, often overwhelmed,
many in nursing homes died without adequate care or
even nourishment. For those who were denied access to
their loved ones in their final moments or who in due
course learnt of the distressing condition in which they
had departed this life this has added to their pain and
grief.
This month may become, then, a time for reaching out in
our compassion, even if only through prayer. Browsing
through a number of diocesan and parish websites worldwide I was struck in finding that, apart from urging prayer
for sinners in general, none of them mentioned other
than tender and grateful memories of one’s own deceased.
What, though, of those for whom the loss of a parent or
another family member means battling with searing and
bitter memories of violence and abuse, of years of pain,
neglect or abandonment? While a culture of denial has
for too long hidden their plight from us, would not the act
of consciously and deliberately bringing them into our
prayer during this month be a step forward? It would also
deepen our own capacity for Christ-like compassion.
One website did capture my attention, however. It presents the bereavement ministry in the CanberraGoulburn parish of Queanbeyan, involving a small team
of people who help parishioners prepare and celebrate
the funeral rites as well as deal with their grief.1 Active in
a number of parishes, this ministry of skilled and caring
gospel love deserves to become more widespread.
“Lord, for your faithful people life is changed, not ended.
When the body of our earthly dwelling lies in death we
gain an everlasting dwelling place in heaven.”

Unsettling as it might be to many, pondering our own
passing in dialogue with the Lord Jesus represents a courageous choice for life. It can set us on the path of wisdom, fostering our growth in resilience and compassion.

With the huge advances in health care, personal confrontation with death is less immediate for most of us today.
Once, people breathed their last at home, usually in the
presence of family members, whereas today for more
and more the passage from this world takes place in a
hospital or an aged care facility.

1

https://cgcatholic.org.au/my-family-my-faith/blog/burying-deadcorporal-work-mercy/
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ST. PETER JULIAN’S CHURCH
Mass Times
Monday to Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Chinese Mass
Korean Mass
Filipino Mass
Indonesian Mass

Every Friday at 12.45 pm (after the 12.10 Mass.)

12.10pm & 5.30pm
5.30pm Vigil Mass
9.30am, 12.30pm, & 3.30pm (English)
11.00am
5.00pm
1st Sunday of each month 1.30pm
1st & 3rd Saturdays of each month 3.30pm

Novena & Eucharistic Benediction
Friday

12.45pm (after the 12.10 Mass)

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Monday to Friday
Sunday

11.00am to 12.00pm
12.45pm to 1.30pm
1.30pm to 3.00pm

Reconciliation
Thursday & Friday 11.00am to 12.00pm
10.30am to 6.00pm
3.00pm to 7.00pm
9.00am to 5.00pm

For updates, please see our website:
www.stpeterjuliansydney.com
and our Facebook page,
or call (02) 9270 6940 (24 hour information line)
We continue to recommend the wearing
of masks inside the Church.

St. Peter Julian’S Book Store
Beautiful Christmas cards, 2023 Calendars and a variety
of Christmas gifts are all now in stock.
Monday to Friday 10.30am to 4.30pm
Sunday 9.00am to 5.00pm
Telephone: (02) 9270 6900
Email: haymarket@blessedsacrament.com.au

Call for Volunteers : Sydney Street Feast 2022
On Friday 18th November, Archbishop Anthony Fisher will
host a free luncheon for Sydney’s homeless in the forecourt
of St Mary’s Cathedral from 12:00 noon to 2:00pm. A
large number of guests are expected and volunteers are
invited to help serve food and to sit and accompany guests
during lunch. A great opportunity to show support and solidarity with fellow Sydneysiders experiencing homelessness.
Register your interest at https://bit.ly/StreetFeast2022

It is with much sadness that we announce the passing away
of Martin Peter. Martin died peacefully on Thursday, 20th
October in hospital. He is fondly remembered as a long
standing member and volunteer at St. Peter Julian’s
Church and will be very much missed. The Community
and Staff at St. Peter Julian’s Church send their sincere
condolences to Martin’s family. Rest in Peace Martin.
St Peter Julian’s Church
641 George Street, Sydney NSW 2000

Support for the House of Welcome The House of Welcome
works with people seeking asylum and refugees to provide critical
casework, housing, employment, food bank and emergency living
assistance. During COVID-19 the demand for financial assistance has
risen. House of Welcome has increased the Emergency Living Package program by 216% to respond to the amplified levels of distress
and hardship amongst their clients. In the last few months House of
Welcome has delivered emergency assistance and been able to support clients to maintain their tenancies and assisted those who have
come to the centre homeless. There are a number of ways that you
can help such as donating to the Emergency Relief Package or donate staple food items to the House of Welcome foodbank. For
donations please contact the office@houseofwelcome.com.au or
visit 197 The Trongate, Granville, telephone 02 9727 9290
WORKPLACE GIVING THROUGH CATHOLIC MISSION
Want to make a difference while you work? You can reach
out and give life through workplace giving to Catholic Mission. It is easy to setup and you receive an immediate tax
benefit. Learn more by visiting cm.org.au/workplacegiving today.

Church Opening Times
Monday to Friday
Saturday
Sunday

New Addition to Ministry Timetable
Novena & Eucharistic Benediction

Marriage Preparation Course: Engaged Encounter
How prepared are you for marriage? Engaged Encounter provides
you with deeper insights into each other and into married life. We
give you a chance to spend time together to strengthen and enrich
your relationship. For further information visit our web site:
www.engagedencounter.org.au
Choose any of the coming Weekends: 12th and 13th November,
25th and 26th February, 2023 and 6th and 7th May, 2023.

Plenary Council Invitation Celebration and Thanksgiving for Sydney
Parishes. Hear an update on the Second Assembly by Plenary Council
facilitators and a reflection on the Synod of Bishops Continental Phase
Document Saturday 19th November from 10:00am to 1:30pm at Mary
MacKillop Place, 80 William Street, North Sydney. Please RSVP to Sr Jo
Brady RSJ at jo.brady@sydneycatholic.org by Tuesday, 8 November.
Annual Deceased Priest & Religious Memorial Mass
Wednesday 23rd November 2022 at 12:00noon.
To be held at the Mary, Mother of Mercy Chapel,
Rookwood Catholic Cemetery, Barnet Avenue, Rookwood
Please RSVP by 11 November to team@griefcare.com.au
The Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament is proactively committed to safeguarding children, young people, and vulnerable adults. Safeguarding refers to the actions and practices
taken by all church personnel (including clergy, religious, staff,
and volunteers) to ensure the valuing, protection, and safety of
the most vulnerable in our community. At St Peter Julian’s
we are committed to strengthening and enhancing our ability
to ensure our church is one where all feel valued and safe.

Phone:

(02) 9270 6900
(02) 9270 6940 (24-hour church information line)

Fax:

(02) 9270 6933

Postal Address:

Email:

haymarket@blessedsacrament.com.au

PO Box K334, Haymarket NSW 1240

Website:

www.stpeterjuliansydney.com
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