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Time goes fast. Christmas has come and gone and 
with it the New Year. Now Lent has come to pro-
vide its unique and challenging praxis. What are we 
to make of the words spoken to us by the minister 
on Ash Wednesday, ‘Turn away from sin and believe 
the gospel’ or ‘Remember you are dust, and to dust 
you will return’? 
 
 
We don’t have to flounder around trying to decipher 
the mind of God or to guess what is required of us. 
We have been gifted with an answer. It’s in the 
words of Jesus spoken to his disciples at the last 
meal of his life: ‘I have earnestly desired to eat this 
Passover with you before I suffer’ (Lk 22: 15). Pope 
Francis based his letter on the liturgy last year on 
this saying of Jesus.1 

 

 

What a gift this is for 
us! What a penetrating 
insight into the heart of 
the Lord Jesus Christ! It reveals so much of the Lord’s 
love for us. It discloses his deepest desire for our 
welfare and salvation. He sets aside any concern for 
his own personal safety and well-being or for the 
success of his mission and mandate. His deeply-felt 
exclamation awaits a human response. What is that 
response going to be? 
 
 
We need to reflect carefully about this. The apostles 
at the Last Supper very quickly descended into bick-
ering about the best places in the kingdom and 
fighting each other for what they coveted. The Lord 
declares this mustn’t happen to us. We are called to 
be servants. Are we capable of the selfless love that 
is being called for from us? Our human heart and our 
best practice tell us that, yes, it is possible, we can 
show this deep love of Christ in return, we can do so 
again and again and stay the course to the very end. 

Jesus knelt down before Peter and the other disci-
ples and washed their feet. He left us in no doubt 
about his action of humble service and why he was 
doing it. The radicality of the foot washing has lost 
none of its drama. It is as difficult now for us, as it 
was for those at the Last Supper. But we have mod-
els to inspire us. 
 

Damien the Leper, St Therese of 
Lisieux, St Charles de Foucauld, St 
Mary MacKillop, Dietrich Bon-
hoeffer, Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
and Dorothy Day are just a few 
examples of this great outgoing 
love of our neighbour that we who 
dine with Jesus are capable of. 
Our supping with Jesus is more than a meal, it is the 
Passover of the Lord. It is always the night when the 
Lord showed he was with his people, when he re-
deemed and saved them. We are plunged into this 
mystery of love by the baptismal bath of rebirth. We 
emerge newborn, radiant with the new life given us.  
 

That new life flourishes when we take part fully, ac-
tively and  consciously in the liturgy. That’s why Pope 
Francis reminds us of this key goal of the Second 
Vatican Council. It’s a challenge for us to learn again 
the language of symbol, as Romano Guardini (one of 
the Pope’s heroes) said decades ago. Let us be in the 
cenacle with the spirit of the Risen Lord to form us, 
and with Mary, Mother of the Lord, to guide and 
protect us. 
 

Hold back nothing of yourselves for yourselves, 
that He Who gives Himself totally to you may re-
ceive you totally!2 
 
 
 

1His Apostolic Letter on the Liturgical Formation of the People 
of God (29 June, 2022) is entitled Desiderio Desideravi, the first 
words of Lk 22:15 in Latin. 
2St Francis of Assisi, Letter to the Entire Order, 29. 
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ST. PETER JULIAN’S CHURCH 
 

Mass Times 
 

Monday to Friday    12.10pm & 5.30pm  

Saturday   5.30pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday    9.30am, 12.30pm, & 3.30pm (English)
  

    Chinese Mass  11.00am 

    Korean Mass  5.00pm 

    Filipino Mass   1st Sunday of each month    1.30pm 

    Indonesian Mass  1st & 3rd Saturdays of each month  3.30pm 

    Vietnamese Mass  4th Saturday of each month             3.30pm 

Novena & Eucharistic Benediction 
 

Friday   12.45pm (after the 12.10 Mass) 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Monday to Friday    11.00am to 12.00pm  

    12.45pm to 1.30pm 

Sunday   1.30pm to 3.00pm 
 

Reconciliation  

Thursday & Friday   11.00am to 12.00pm 
 

Church Opening Times 

Monday to Friday     10.30am to 6.15pm 

Saturday    3.00pm to 7.00pm 

Sunday     9.00am to 6.15pm 
 

For updates, please see our website:  
www.stpeterjuliansydney.com  

and our Facebook page,  
or call (02) 9270 6940 (24 hour information line) 

We continue to recommend the wearing of masks inside the Church. 

St. Peter Julian’S Book Store 
 

New stock now on the shelves. 
 

 Monday to Friday  10.30am to 4.30pm   
Sunday 9.00am to 5.00pm 
Telephone: (02) 9270 6900 

Email: haymarket@blessedsacrament.com.au 

S A F E G U A R D I N G  C O M M I T M E N T  

The Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament is proac-

tively committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of 

all who participate in the life of St Peter Julian’s 

Church. We are demonstrating our commitment by 

implementing the National Catholic Safeguarding 

Standards. The Standards have been created to ensure 

the most vulnerable, namely children and adults at risk, 

are central to how the Church engages and proceeds 

with its mission and ministries. Indeed, the care and 

protection of the most vulnerable is fundamental to the 

Gospel message and a responsibility we all share. This 

newly developed badge is available for use by Catholic 

entities who commit to the Standards, and 

we are pleased to be part of the collective 

mission for a safe Church for all.  

NATIONAL CATHOLIC WOMEN’S CONFERENCE : 17
th
 MARCH to 19

th
 MARCH 

The Sisterhood National Catholic Women's Conference has been 
running for the past 14 years and draws women of all ages and 
ages of life from around Australia for a wonderful weekend of key-
note talks, workshops, the sacraments, adoration, prayer and fel-
lowship. The vision of the conference is to support and nur-
ture  women in their spiritual life.  The conference is supported by 
the Australian Catholic Bishops and is in keeping with the magis-
terium of the Church.  
 

The conference begins at 7:00pm on Friday, 17th March and runs 
until 2:00pm on Sunday 19th March at The Tops Conference 
Centre, 51 Bendena Garden Road, Stanwell Top.  The cost is 
$320.00 which covers accommodations and meals for the whole 
weekend.  For more information and to register, please visit 
www.sisterhood.org.au or email info@sisterhood.org.  If you have 
any questions call Ally on 0423 429 203. 

TURKEY-SYRIA EARTHQUAKE DISASTER A 7.8 magnitude earth-
quake has unleashed devastation on Turkey and Syria, leaving thou-
sands of people dead with this number expected to rise dramatical-
ly. After 12 years of war, Syria is at breaking point and desperately 
needs assistance.  We must act NOW and help those affected by 
this catastrophe. Your generous donation means our partners in 
Turkey and Syria can respond swiftly to support the 

survivors of this unimaginable 
tragedy. Visit: www.caritas.org.au/
syria-turkey  or call 1800 024 413 
toll free to donate now. 

SPIRIT AND TRUTH : THE POWER OF CHRIST REVEALED 
Lenten Companion 2023  The beautiful Season of Lent is upon us. 

Let us make the most of this precious time to gather in our commu-
nities to reflect on the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus, 
using the Lenten companion SPIRIT AND TRUTH: The Power of 
Christ Revealed. This free booklet contains Gospel readings for the 
Sundays of Lent until Easter Sunday, and Gospel reflections by Sister 
Joanna Marie Collins OP, Daniel Ang, Fr Lewi Barakat, Mat De Sousa, 
Anna Harrison, Elizabeth Flynn MCR and Bishop Richard Um-
bers.  Copies can be downloaded at www.gomakedisciples.org.au. 

Please take home a  
Project Compassion box 
or set of donation  
envelopes to support Caritas Australia this Lenten  
season and help support vulnerable people around the 
world, now and For All Future Generations. 
 

With your support, Caritas Australia has been able to support com-
munities around the world to tackle poverty, food security, educa-
tion, water and sanitation and disaster risk reduction. Project Com-
passion 2023 reminds us that the good that we do today will ex-
tend and impact the lives of generations to come. 
 

As St Pope John Paul II said, “The future starts 
today, not tomorrow.” 
 

Together, we can help vulnerable communities 
face their challenges today and build a better to-
morrow For All Future Generations. You can donate through  
Project Compassion donation boxes and envelopes or by visiting 
caritas.org.au/project-compassion, or by calling 1800 024 413. 

http://www.sisterhood.org.au
mailto:info@sisterhood.org
http://www.caritas.org.au/syria-turkey
http://www.caritas.org.au/syria-turkey
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/w2nph/2220672/2Thz7HSsyqLxpwMHauRcmoIZJHWihh4vxlWHRyJI.html

