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The Fight for the Soul of the Nation 

by Jo Dirks SSS 

‘The Spirit will remind you of 
everything I have told you.’ 

 
One of the challenges we all face is remembering what 
has been said to us. Nowhere is this more important 
than in our faith. Jesus is no more physically present. 
We do not have his immediate words, his immediate 
gestures, his immediate presence with us to guide, di-
rect, and lead us. Do not fear. The Lord has anticipated 
these concerns. Do not worry, the Holy Spirit will be 
with you to remind you of what I have said. The Church 
has not remembered Jesus’ words about power, vio-
lence and theft for half a millennium, but has done so 
belatedly in our time. 
 
There are several challenges before us today. One is 
the Australian Plenary Council outcomes, and looking 
further ahead, the World Synod of Bishops. We may 
not be capable of determining the resolutions they 
reach. They are not beyond our ability to understand 
the issues and our reflections on them. The questions 
are about the soul of the nation, and how best capture 
them. It is about capturing the big picture, as Catholics, 
but also as Australians, and citizens of the world. The 
telescope of our vision has captured the following 
event on our horizon. 
 
Fr Frank Brennan SJ speaking about the coming refer-
endum on the Aboriginal Voice to Parliament said:  ’On 
the same day the Constitution Alteration 2023 bill was 
introduced to the federal parliament, a joint statement 
was issued in Rome by the Vatican’s Dicasteries for Cul-
ture and Education and for Promoting Integral Human 
Development on the “Doctrine of Discovery”. This 
‘doctrine of discovery’,‘settlers being granted an exclu-
sive right to extinguish, either by purchase or conquest, 
the title to or possession of those lands by indigenous 
peoples’ was used by the colonisers to justify their ac-
tions to native peoples. The Vatican has admitted the 
15th century papal documents ‘did not adequately re-
flect the equal dignity and rights of indigenous peo-
ples.‘ 
 

We have a wonderful opportunity to rectify an error of 
judgment from the past. By respecting the dignity and 
rights of the Aboriginal people of Australia by giving 
them a voice, we are beginning to address them on an 
equal footing, instead of treating them as inferior. 
 

I can never forget the stories that my step-father told 
us about his P.O.W. days in captivity during the Second 
World War. His focus was usually on an Aboriginal from 
outback NSW, who was funny, unpredictable, utterly 
endearing and loveable. Dad called him Tommy Green. 
Amid all the laughter and joking, Tommy revealed an-
other side of his character. ‘Ah, Jack’, he said, ‘here I 
am accepted as one of you, but it won’t be the same 
when we return back home. There, I’ll be a second class 
citizen once again.’ That was eighty years ago. 
 

The deep injustice that simmers in discrimination, rac-
ism, and white superiority leaves some footprints 
across our landscape. Coranderrk, the former special 
reservation near Healesville, founded in 1863, comes 
readily to mind. It was a successful Aboriginal reserva-
tion, evidenced by gaining the gold medal at the Show 
for hops farming. But it was brought undone by a per-
sistent attack of the jealous white settlers and by a new 
unsympathetic board. Eventually the reservation pe-
tered out and closed in 1924.1 
 

Supporting and endorsing a Voice to the Parliament is a 
once in a lifetime opportunity for our generation to 
show we have some heart to set our indigenous broth-
ers and sisters firmly on a path that 
will promote and enhance their 
growth and development. Just as 
the Vatican has revised its incalcu-
lably damaging document. We will 
regain our soul, recover our integ-
rity as a nation, if we state that the 
rights of indigenous people must 
be respected and honoured. 
 
 
1In 1991 Coranderrk cemetery was handed back to the Wurundjeri 
people.  Over  the  next decade,  an additional  119 hectares of 
Coranderrk was acquired by the Kulin people. 
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ST. PETER JULIAN’S CHURCH 
 

Mass Times 
 

Monday to Friday    12.10pm & 5.30pm  

Saturday   5.30pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday    9.30am, 12.30pm, & 3.30pm (English)
  

    Chinese Mass  11.00am 

    Korean Mass  5.00pm 

    Filipino Mass   1st Sunday of each month    1.30pm 

    Indonesian Mass  1st & 3rd Saturdays of each month  3.30pm 

    Vietnamese Mass  4th Saturday of each month             3.30pm 

Novena & Eucharistic Benediction 
 

Friday   12.45pm (after the 12.10 Mass) 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Monday to Friday    11.00am to 12.00pm  

    12.45pm to 1.30pm 

Sunday   1.30pm to 3.00pm 
 

Reconciliation  

Thursday & Friday   11.00am to 12.00pm 
 

Church Opening Times 

Monday to Friday     9.30am to 6.15pm 

Saturday    3.00pm to 7.00pm 

Sunday     9.00am to 6.15pm 
 

For updates, please see our website:  
www.stpeterjuliansydney.com  

and our Facebook page,  
or call (02) 9270 6940 (24 hour information line) 

We continue to recommend the wearing of masks inside the Church. 

St Peter Julian’S Book Store 
 

New stock of books and piety items now available. 
 

 Monday to Friday  9.30am to 4.30pm   
Sunday 9.00am to 5.00pm 
Telephone: (02) 9270 6900 

Email: haymarket@blessedsacrament.com.au 

S A F E G U A R D I N G  C O M M I T M E N T  

The Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament is proactively 

committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all who par-

ticipate in the life of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are demon-

strating our commitment by implementing the National Cath-

olic Safeguarding Standards. The Standards have been created 

to ensure the most vulnerable, namely children and adults at 

risk, are central to how the Church engages and proceeds with 

its mission and ministries. Indeed, the care and protection of 

the most vulnerable is fundamental to the Gospel message 

and a responsibility we all share. This newly 

developed badge is available for use by Catho-

lic entities who commit to the Standards, and 

we are pleased to be part of the collective 

mission for a safe Church for all.  

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA PROCESSION 

St Mary’s Cathedral – Saturday, 13th May 2023 - 6:00pm  

followed by Procession afterwards at the Cathedral Forecourt 

(In conjunction with Sydney Catholic Youth and Sydney Catholic Schools) 

as we prepare for World Youth Day Lisbon, August 2023. 

New Youth Group 

St Ambrose Catholic School, Stuart Street, Concord West  
 

Commencing Friday, 5th May from 6:30pm to 8:30pm  

and Fridays fortnightly in each school term 

Suitable for all school students in Years 7 to 12 

For more information please email: info@sydneycatholicyouth.org 

CALIX: Catholics Maintaining  
Total Abstinence Using the 12-steps 

 

Are you or a friend, working a 12-step program? The Calix 
Society is an association of Catholic alcoholics, drug addicts, 
and family members and friends affected by addiction, who 
are maintaining their sobriety through participation in their 
Catholic faith and a 12 Step program. We welcome anyone 
concerned with the illness of alcoholism or addiction who 
wish to join with us in prayer for: total abstinence, spiritual 
development, and sanctification of the whole personality.   
Provide your number to calixsydney@outlook.com for a 
confidential return phone call and for more information, 
please visit https://www.calixsociety.org 

Ageing Well Live Life to the Full :  
3rd May to the 7th June 2023   

 

 

Join our free, six-week masterclass program at St 

Peter's Church, 235 - 241 Devonshire Street, Surry 

Hills. To be held each Wednesday from 11:00am to 

1:00pm. Receive practical advice and support to 

help you navigate ageing, along with information on 

the services available to you.  Choose which weeks 

you'd like to join!  Light lunch will be provided. 

Masterclass topics: Planning Ahead, Navigating Aged 

Care, Physical Wellbeing, Digital Safety, Ageing 

Gracefully, Social Connections. 
 

To register or find out more  

scan the QR CODE 

or visit: www.ageing-well.org/events/

surry-hills 

MAY CELEBRATION IN HONOUR OF OUR LADY TO INTERCEDE 

FOR PEACE IN THE WORLD AND THE WELFARE OF AUSTRALIA 

St Mary’s Cathedral (Main Altar) -  

Saturday, 13th May 2023—11:30am to 1:00pm 

Fr Restituto Ogsimer C S will be the Celebrant and preach the 

Homily. Mass will be preceded by the Entrance Procession (in the 

Cathedral) with the Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima 

(with the Immaculate Heart) Rosary, Litany of Loreto Act of Con-

secration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  

mailto:info@sydneycatholicyouth.org
mailto:calixsydney@outlook.com
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/whjyf/2220636/6fBuKgq8bvjEToXfBnTO55KLo4kf6nPkYiDAos5Q.html
www.ageing-well.org/events/surry-hills
www.ageing-well.org/events/surry-hills

