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Advent is a time which takes us out of our ordinary,
business as usual sense, to a new and profound expectancy that the Lord will come again. We are
called to leave behind everything for the one thing
that really matters, the coming of the Lord. If we are
on the rooftop, we must not go down to collect anything. It is as radical as that.
But we are accompanied on this journey by the liturgy of the Church in the stages that unfold. The texts
are not to bring us back to a past that is gone, but to
enlighten our present. The time is short. We are
shaken out of our unpreparedness with the image of
awaking out of sleep. We do not know when there
will be the knock on the door. Watchfulness and vigilance are the qualities that are needed.
The prophet that we are given is a new Elijah who
cuts through our smugness that we don’t need the
Old Testament any more. We do need John the Baptist to remind us that we too, are chaff for the fire if
we don’t place God first in our lives. We are to catch
fire with the love of God, a love as strong as death.
Yet there is more to come. Even as the Baptist is confused and powerless in prison, so we, the Church,
are confronted with God’s apparent silence and passivity in the face of the tidal surge of unbelief especially in the so called Christian societies of the world.
We want miracles, but God’s way is by way of liberty
and love, hence faith and risk.
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Who is the Messiah? For Matthew, our evangelist for
the coming year, the Messiah will be the one ‘who
saves the people from their sins.’ (Mt 1:21). Joseph
knew about the origins and expected birth of Jesus,
most likely from Mary herself. He might have effaced
himself from this mystery. But God intervened, for
Joseph had a vital role to play, to ensure that Jesus
had a legal right to represent his people as being a
son of David. For what is at stake here is not just another human family, but the salvation of the human
race itself. In this process, Joseph has an indispensable part to play in forming the child as the very Lamb
of God, who will take away all human sin.
The greatest act of kindness is to recall a people to
their original calling and vocation. The prophets of
old did just that for the people of Israel. The Church
which has inherited the cloak of Elijah, can do no less
for the new people of God, to be the servants of the
Word of God made flesh.
‘To those who accept him he gave power to become
children of God’ (Jn 1:12). This is the crux of the
Christmas story. This is the heart of the mystery we
celebrate at Christmas. It is not an ideology, neither
is it a myth. Jesus is born at a specific time and at a
specific place. The Church draws on all the evangelists to present as complete a picture as is possible.
St Luke records with painstaking precision the dating
of the Messiah’s birth.
At St Francis’ Church we have the tradition of the
sung proclamation of the genealogy of the Messiah
at the Carol Festival. As The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ from the Roman Martyrology approaches
its climax, you get goose bumps at the realisation of
the enormity of the event, the enfleshment of God in
human form within the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The next St Peter Julian’s
Newsletter will be the
February 2023 Edition.
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CHRISTMAS MASS TIMETABLE

Every Friday at 12.45 pm (after the 12.10 Mass.)

Christmas Eve
Christmas Carols: 6:30pm
Christmas Vigil Mass: 7:00pm
Christmas Carols: 11:30pm
12:00 Midnight: Mass

No Novena Friday, 30th December

Christmas at the Cathedral

Christmas Day Masses
Sunday, 25th December
9:30am (English), 11:00am (Chinese),
12:30pm (English), 3:30pm (English),
5:00pm (Korean)
Monday & Tuesday, 26th & 27th December
Church closed
Saturday, 31st December
New Year’s Eve
Mary Mother of God
5:30pm (Vigil Mass)
Sunday, 1st January, 2023
New Year’s Day
Mary Mother of God
Masses
9:30am (English), 11:00am (Chinese),
12:30pm (English), 1:30pm (Filipino),
3:30pm (English), 5:00pm Korean
For updates, please see our website:
www.stpeterjuliansydney.com and our Facebook page,
or call (02) 9270 6940 (24 hour information line)
We continue to recommend the wearing of masks inside the Church.

St. Peter Julian’S Book Store
Beautiful Christmas cards, 2023 Calendars and a variety
of Christmas gifts are all now in stock.
Monday to Friday 10.30am to 4.30pm
Sunday 9.00am to 5.00pm
Telephone: (02) 9270 6900
Email: haymarket@blessedsacrament.com.au

SAFEGUARDING
COMMITMENT
The Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament is proactively committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of
all who participate in the life of St Peter Julian’s Church.
We are demonstrating our commitment by implementing the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards. The
Standards have been created to ensure the most vulnerable, namely children and adults at risk, are central to
how the Church engages and proceeds with its mission
and ministries. Indeed, the care and protection of the
most vulnerable is fundamental to the Gospel message
and a responsibility we all share.
This newly developed badge is available for use by Catholic entities who
commit to the Standards, and we are
pleased to be part of the collective
mission for a safe Church for all.
St Peter Julian’s Church
641 George Street, Sydney NSW 2000

New Addition to Ministry Timetable
Novena & Eucharistic Benediction

Presented by Paynter Dixon
Thursday, 8th December to Sunday, 2th December
St Mary’s Cathedral Forecourt.
We invite families and all people of goodwill across Sydney
to come together at St Mary’s Cathedral during Advent to
prepare for the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Festivities
begin at 7:00pm with Christmas market stalls, food, fun
activities for the kids and live entertainment.
The signature light show of Christmas art will be projected
onto the Cathedral at 8:30pm.
Everyone is welcome to honour Bishop Terence Brady following his recent retirement after almost 40 years of service as a
religious, priest and finally bishop on Friday, 9th December
commencing at 7:00pm, St. Mary’s Cathedral. The Principal
Celebrant will be Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP.

Campion College : Summer Program
Our immersive four-day program provides the opportunity to reside
on campus and interact with like-minded peers for those aged 16 to
20 years. We have a fun-filled program including movies, trivia,
dancing and sports, as well as sample lectures from our history,
literature, philosophy and theology professors. To be held from
Tuesday, 10th January to Friday, 13th January and Tuesday, 17th
January to Friday, 20th January 2023 at Campion College, 8-14
Austin Woodbury Place, Toongabbie. For more information, registrations and enrolments head to our website at https://
www.campion.edu.au/event/summer-program/

Advent Companion 2022 Let us come closer to Jesus
this Advent! Let us stay awake! Let us set aside time to pray, to
reflect on His Word, and to avail ourselves of the Sacraments, so
that when we celebrate His birth at Christmas, we can offer Him
the gift of hearts and lives truly transformed.
ADVENT COMPANION, produced by the Sydney
Centre for Evangelisation, available at our reception desk.
Support Caritas Ukraine Appeal As millions of people are likely to be displaced due to Russia’s invasion,
your support is more important than ever for the people
of Ukraine. Donate generously to the Caritas Ukraine
Appeal: https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergencyappeals/ukraine/ Donations over $2 are tax deductible.

Worldwide Women’s Rosary
Join with women around the world to honour the Blessed Virgin
Mary on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, Thursday,
8th December, St Mary’s Cathedral Forecourt.
11:00am : Rosary
12:00noon : Confession
1:10pm : Mass
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