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“What is your name?”  by Jo Dirks, SSS 

Eighteen long days and nights a little girl was missing 

in northwest Australia after she vanished from the 

family camp site at the Blow Holes site. Patient re-

enactment revealed that it would take an adult to 

unzip the tent in which she was sleeping. The zipper 

was too high for the little girl to reach. In Carnarvon 

there was a report of a single man buying nappies. 

The police waited until the suspect left his house, 

then broke in and asked the key question, “What is 

your name?” “My name is Cleo”, the little girl re-

plied. The news of this discovery reverberated not 

only in Carnarvon, or in Western Australia, but in the 

rest of Australia and beyond to four corners of the 

world.  It was the joy that was engendered, an 

amazing and unexpected joy at the news that Cleo 

was found alive, and happy and content. There was 

a great outpouring of relief and gratitude. 
 

This great tidal wave of pent up emotion was re-

leased in what may be described as a catharsis in the 

prime meaning of the term, a resolution of the ten-

sion as to what may have happened to her. Good 

theatre has a profound healing effect on a communi-

ty. Good drama purges the emotions. The arts all 

have this power to work within the human spirit: 

theatre, opera, ballet and cinema. This transforma-

tive power affects our human emotions. Can they 

make us better human beings? 

 

 

As the month of December winds down to the end 

of the year 2021. The New Year of 2022 waits just 

over the horizon. We are graced once more with the 

advent of the Word made flesh through mutual con-

sent, of the divine-human partnership, which has 

changed forever our outlook on the universe from 

its mysterious depths to its dazzling heights, that 

we, the creatures of the third planet orbiting the sun 

in our solar system of the Milky Way, should have 

been so blessed.  

 

There was a happy outcome to the mysterious dis-

appearance of little Cleo. It was the kind of outcome 

we had been desperately hoping for. There was no 

guarantee that we would have this result. Disap-

pearances of this sort usually have a very different 

outcome. Cleo was alive. Cleo was well. Cleo was re-

united with her family. What a blessed result! 

 

The finding or rediscovery of little Cleo serves as a 

circuit breaker of our fears and anxieties in this time 

of the pandemic. This event has engendered a new 

hope which goes well with the spirit of Advent, 

when we await expectantly for the coming of the 

Lord. And the good news is that He does come, and 

in a way we had not imagined or dared to think, as a 

new born human infant, utterly dependent on the 

care and love of those around him. 

 

 

The next Newsletter  

will be the  

February 2022 Edition. 
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Livestreamed Masses across  

the Archdiocese of Sydney  
As COVID-19 restrictions are  

making it challenging for many 

parishioners to attend Mass in 

person each week, the Archdio-

cese is continuing to publish de-

tails online of parishes which are 

offering livestreamed Masses on 

this webpage:  

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/live-masses/ 

We ask that you adhere to the following guidelines 

on visiting: 

*Do not enter the Church if you have any flu type 

symptoms or are feeling unwell - we need to protect 

everyone in the wider Community. 

*No booking is required to attend Mass. 

*Before entering the Church, please use our QR code 

provided by Service NSW, or supply your name and 

contact details on the sign-in sheet located at the en-

trance to the church.  

* Hand sanitising practices and social distancing must 

always be observed. 

* Please sit in the designated marked-up areas in the 

pews. 

* The wearing of a face mask is mandatory for your 

safety and that of others (available to be purchased at 

reception). 

* Exercise patience while our Staff navigate their re-

sponsibilities during this period. 

ST. PETER JULIANõS CHURCH 
M  T 

Monday to Friday:  12.10pm 

Saturday:    5.30pm 

Sunday:   9.30am, 12.30pm, & 3.30pm (English) 

    11.00am (Chinese) 

C  O  T 

Monday to Friday:  10:30am to 2:00pm 

Saturday:   5.00pm to 7.00pm 

Sunday:    9:00am to 5:00pm 

E    B  S 

Monday to Friday: 11:00am to 12:00 noon,  

    12.45pm to 1.30pm 

Sunday:   1.30pm to 3.00pm 
 

The Book Store will remain closed until further notice. 
 

For updates, including details of Christmas Masses 

please see our website:  

www.stpeterjuliansydney.com  

and our Facebook page,  

or call (02) 9270 6940 (24 hour information line) 

Catholic Mission: India COVID-19 Appeal 
The aid agency, Catholic Mission, has launched an urgent ap-
peal to provide immediate help for vulnerable communities dev-

astated by COVID-19 in India. Well over 300,000 people have 
died from the illness in India and hospitals have been strug-
gling to cope. Through donating to Catholic Mission, you will 

be playing a key role in supporting the valuable work of mission 
hospitals in the country. Donate online via the Catholic Mission 
at www.catholicmission.org.au/donate/your -donation?

id=covid -19-india 

/ŀƳǇƛƻƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ ¢ƻƻƴƎŀōōƛŜ b{² 
Registration for the /ŀƳǇƛƻƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ {ǳƳƳŜǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ is now 
open! If you know a 16 to 20 year old with an interest in history, 
literature, philosophy and theology, encourage them to sign up for 
one of the immersive four-day programs in January 2022. Attend-
ance is fully funded but spaces are limited! Find out more and reg-
ister on the Campion College website: ǿǿǿΦŎŀƳǇƛƻƴΦŜŘǳΦŀǳκ
ǎǳƳƳŜǊ-ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

 

The iWitness Conference was the response of 
the young people to World Youth Day being 
held here in Sydney in 2008. iWitness now has 
a reputation for being a much loved annual 
Conference for young Catholics. It is run entire-
ly by young adult volunteers and the costs are 
covered through ticket sales and sponsorship 
from generous donors and various Church or-
ganisations. The target audience is 18-35 year 
old Catholics from the Sydney region, and most 
attendees come from the Archdiocese of Syd-
ney, the Diocese of Parramatta, Broken Bay, 
and Wollongong. 
 

Join us for a jam packed weekend with inspir-
ing talks, beautiful liturgy, perpetual adoration, 
awesome games and opportunities to grow in 
friendship with other young Catholics. This 
year's iWitness will be held from Friday, 10th 
December to Sunday, 12th December at 
The Tops Conference Centre, Stanwell Tops. 
The theme is "Launch out into the deep", taken 
from the Gospel of Luke.  
 

For more information and tickets please visit 
the website at www.iwitnessconference.com/
conference 
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