Blessed Sacrament Congregation Newsletter

St Franecis’ Church
Melbourne

December 2021

.ﬁ_

K8 Volume 11

St Peter Julian’s Church
Sydney

Eighteen long days and nights a little girl was missing

in northwest Australia after she vanished from the
family camp site at the Blow Holes site. Patient re-
enactment revealed that it would take an adult to
unzip the tent in which she was sleeping. The zipper
was too high for the little girl to reach. In Carnarvon
there was a report of a single man buying nappies.
The police waited until the suspect left his house,
then broke in and asked the key question, “What is
your name?” “My name is Cleo”, the little girl re-
plied. The news of this discovery reverberated not
only in Carnarvon, or in Western Australia, but in the
rest of Australia and beyond to four corners of the
world. It was the joy that was engendered, an
amazing and unexpected joy at the news that Cleo
was found alive, and happy and content. There was
a great outpouring of relief and gratitude.

This great tidal wave of pent up emotion was re-
leased in what may be described as a catharsis in the
prime meaning of the term, a resolution of the ten-
sion as to what may have happened to her. Good
theatre has a profound healing effect on a communi-
ty. Good drama purges the emotions. The arts all
have this power to work within the human spirit:
theatre, opera, ballet and cinema. This transforma-
tive power affects our human emotions. Can they
make us better human beings?

As the month of December winds down to the end
of the year 2021. The New Year of 2022 waits just
over the horizon. We are graced once more with the
advent of the Word made flesh through mutual con-
sent, of the divine-human partnership, which has
changed forever our outlook on the universe from
its mysterious depths to its dazzling heights, that
we, the creatures of the third planet orbiting the sun
in our solar system of the Milky Way, should have
been so blessed.

There was a happy outcome to the mysterious dis-
appearance of little Cleo. It was the kind of outcome
we had been desperately hoping for. There was no
guarantee that we would have this result. Disap-
pearances of this sort usually have a very different
outcome. Cleo was alive. Cleo was well. Cleo was re-
united with her family. What a blessed result!

The finding or rediscovery of little Cleo serves as a
circuit breaker of our fears and anxieties in this time
of the pandemic. This event has engendered a new
hope which goes well with the spirit of Advent,
when we await expectantly for the coming of the
Lord. And the good news is that He does come, and
in a way we had not imagined or dared to think, as a
new born human infant, utterly dependent on the
care and love of those around him.
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Catholic Mission: India COVID19 Appeal

Join us for a jam packed weekend with inspir-
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For more information and tickets please visit
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